
T P S  P R O M O T E S  P R O B L E M  S O LV I N G
If students are working with others, they are more 
likely to experiment with different techniques when 
solving a problem. This suggests that the phrase 
‘two heads are better than one’ has some merit. Stu-
dents learn by discussing each other’s opinions and 
reasoning and provides different perspectives. 

DEVELOPED PERSPECTIVES

T P S  M A K E S  S T U D E N T S  F E E L  H E A R D
Think, Pair, Share can improve students’ participa-
tion. The combined effect of individual preparation 
and receiving validation of their ideas from their 
partner increases students’ self-confidence, mak-
ing them more likely to speak up. This is especially 
applicable to shy students.

INCREASED PARTICIPATION

T P S  G E T S  F U L L  PA R T I C I PAT I O N
When students verbalise their ideas to their peers 
during the PAIR and SHARE stages, they learn to 
take responsibility for what they say as they become 
involved in the learning process of their partner’s and 
the class. By sharing their partners answers, it helps 
students avoid repeating the same points.

ADDED ACCOUNTABILITY

T E A C H  S T U D E N T S  H O W  T O  T P S
THINK: Each student thinks about the question 
individually and is encouraged to take notes. 
This stage helps to activate prior knowledge.
PAIR: Students pair up to exchange and discuss 
their ideas. Students should listen attentively and 
ask each other specific and nuanced questions.
SHARE: Students share their validated and may-
be extended ideas with the whole class. They 
should explain their partner’s main points as 
this helps to reduce the fear of failure for more 
reluctant students. 

STRUCTURED DISCUSSION

E N S U R E  T P S  I S  R E S P O N S I V E
When students are in the PAIR stage, it is essen-
tial that you monitor discussions and listen to 
their ideas. In your interactions, support certain 
students with careful questions or probe them to 
extend their ideas further. Make students aware 
that random pairs will be selected to share their 
points later. A useful strategy is to pre-select and 
ask one or two pairs to share their points in the 
final stage. During the SHARE stage, it useful to 
capture a summary of points by writing students’ 
ideas on the board. This helps make it concrete. 

RESPONSIVE TEACHING

T H I N K
E N G A G E  I N D E P E N D E N T L Y

A S K  Y O U R S E L F :

What do I know that might help?

What ideas do I need to consider?

What approach would work?

A S K  Y O U R S E L F :

What ideas will I put forward?

How might my partner help?

How will I actively listen?

A S K  Y O U R S E L F :

What are my main points?

What are my partner’s main points?

How will I summarise our points?

T R Y  T O  R E M E M B E R :

Important topics or concepts

Relevant key vocabulary

Diagrams or drawings

Summary of main ideas or principles

Teacher explanation or lesson

I N  D I S C U S S I O N :

Make direct eye contact (if possible)

Wait for your partner to finish

Ask questions to clarify

Give supporting examples

Prepare to share a response

W H E N  S H A R I N G :

Summarise your main points

Acknowledge/affirm partner’s points

Explain any counter points

Use key vocabulary

Refer to prior knowledge

R E F E R  T O R E C A L L  P O I N T S

P A I R
C O N D U C T  D I S C U S S I O N

S H A R E
G I V E  R E H E A R S E D  A N S W E R
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E M B E D  T P S  O V E R  T I M E
To get students to engage in the process proper-
ly, strong routines are a must. Scaffolds such as 
the one opposite and verbal prompts train stu-
dents how to coduct structured discussions. Be-
fore they begin TPS, write the focus question or 
statement on the board. Aim to be as specific as 
possible - nothing too broad or vague. Provide a 
time frame for each stage of the TPS process or 
you might run the risk of it fizzling out. During the 
THINK phase, it is useful to get students used to 
recalling knowledge and writing down notes. 

BUILDING ROUTINES

The key thing is to be able to switch to 
a Think Pair Share activity whenever you 
want to, responsively. It’s important, there-
fore, to have a well-established routine for 
yourself and for the students.

TPS offers a range of benefits that could 
be applied across a broad range of class-
rooms and or topics. It can help build on 
traditional classroom questioning and help 
facilitate an open and warm environment.

This one-pager summarises the TPS technique and is based on work by Jamie Clark and blog posts by Tom Sherr ington & InnerDrive.

T H I N K P A I R S H A R E


